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August 4, 2021 

 

Dear Amphitheater Community: 

 

Last week, we learned that our local COVID-19 progress in Pima County is turning in the wrong direction. 

Cases in Pima County and indeed throughout the state are on the rise.   

 

Given the growing trend in cases, health officials from all levels of government – federal, state and local – are 

urging people to get vaccinated and to wear masks, especially indoors. More specifically, the CDC is again 

recommending masks in areas reporting more than 50 cases per 100,000 population.  Thus, with our current 

level in Pima County of 67 cases per 100,000 (as of July 18,) I feel  compelled to write you and address the 

issue of masking directly, especially as we expect our number of cases locally to increase over the next few 

days. 

 

Mask are encouraged but not mandated in our District. 

Our state legislature recently passed a new law in Arizona prohibiting schools and districts from requiring 

masks.  Nonetheless, at least two districts in our state have taken action to mandate masks anyway. We will not 

do that in Amphitheater. We will not violate the law. We will, however, encourage you to make the choice to 

wear a mask, and have your children wear masks, when indoors at our District facilities. 

 

Why the CDC (and state and local health officials) have gone back to recommending masks.   

 

A little over two months ago (in May 2021), the CDC said that fully vaccinated individuals no longer needed 

to wear masks. It did so because research had demonstrated that vaccinated people were not likely to get or 

spread COVID-19. That information was not wrong at the time, but circumstances have evolved since then, 

primarily due to growing data regarding the virus variants. 

 

Recent outbreaks in the nation and in the world have accelerated concern about the way COVID-19 and its 

variants are spread. We are advised that, with the Delta variant’s greater virulence in particular, research now 

indicates that vaccinated people can indeed spread the virus. Fortunately, other research also shows that 

COVID-19 infections have become much less likely to lead to serious illness or death in vaccinated people.  

Still, we must remain mindful of our unvaccinated populations, particularly those who don’t have a choice in 

the matter.  
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Masks protect others we care about. 

 

According to the CDC, unvaccinated and fully vaccinated people should continue to wear masks primarily to 

protect the unvaccinated – which includes children under age 12, who are not yet eligible for vaccines. The 

CDC further recommends masking in public for vaccinated people with unvaccinated household members, 

regardless of local community transmission rates. 

 

No mandate, but encouragement and respect for everyone. 

 

In Amphitheater, we will respect the right under Arizona law of every parent and staff member to make choices 

about whether to wear a mask. We will not tolerate pressure or bullying about masks – from any point of view.  

But, again, we encourage everyone to mask up for the safety of those around them. 

 

The days, months, and year ahead require a common commitment to our entire community. 

 

We urge everyone to get vaccinated when and if possible. This will protect us all.  

 

And, while it may seem disappointing that we find ourselves continuing to talk about masks, viral spread and 

how to protect our community, I remain very optimistic about the coming new year. I am excited about our 

students returning to full, in-person learning, I am confident in our teachers and staff being ready and committed 

to that learning.  

 

All of us at Amphitheater are ready to help this District and this community reach what we see as unbridled 

potential. Mask or no masks, the possibilities for growth and achievement are limitless. 

Let’s do this. Like the community we are together, let’s Amphi this. 

 

Yours most sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D. 

Superintendent 

 


